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Abstract:
Story reading conducted either at children’s family or school environment has been characterized as a
core activity in the spectrum of emergent literacy approach and extremely beneficial for vocabulary
enhancement, text comprehension and narrative skill development (Chlapana & Tafa, 2014; Islam, &
Park, 2016; Luo & Tamis-LeMonda, 2017). In the context of emergent literacy, children’s experiences
from the social environment play a significant role in the development of literacy related skills
(Manolitsis, 2016).
Taking into consideration the above information, the aim of the present study is to describe a onemonth educational program aiming to use story reading as an instructional context and combine
several in-door and out-door school activities to help kindergarteners develop story structure
comprehension, vocabulary and narrative skills. Fifteen kindergarten children, enrolled from a class of
a public kindergarten located in the area of Rethymno, and their teachers participated in the present
study.
At the first phase of the program the teachers, following guidelines by the researcher, conducted
in-door activities and read several stories to children by applying a performance-oriented and a dialogic
reading approach. The goal of the reading approaches was to help children process story structure
elements and develop oral language skills through appropriate techniques. Story reading sessions were
combined with book borrowing habits in order to enhance children’s engagement with storybooks. At
the second phase of the program out-door activities were conducted. At this phase children’s parents
were involved as well. Out-door school activities included visits to the public library. During these visits
several activities were conducted in order to help children develop story structure knowledge and
produce new narratives based on stories read in the school environment. Program activities were
recorded and transcribed. The analysis provided data with regard to children’s story structure
understanding and to the development of the targeted literacy skills.
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