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Abstract:
Digital literacy is a defining skill in a 21st-century digitally-mediated, knowledge-based society
(Buckingham, 2006). Although a burgeoning research base exists on the nature and process of reading,
writing, and thinking in varied digital media contexts, there are many questions about how to
conceptualize such digital literacies for the purpose of designing a valid and authentic assessment (Leu,
Kinzer, Coiro, Castek, & Henry, 2013).
In this presentation, we describe a nationally funded 3-year long assessment project in South Korea,
one of the most digitally equipped countries in the world, whose aim was to conceptualize digital
literacies and develop assessment tasks and environments that best capture such core skills for reading
and writing digitally.
As part of the project outcomes, prototype items and structures for a scenario-based, performanceoriented assessment were developed and currently being validated. Bringing the results to the
presentation, we discuss the conceptual framework that incorporates the processes and skills involved
in reading, writing, and reasoning digitally, sample assessment items and materials. We also consider
potential uses of the assessment for both research and pedagogical purposes. Finally, we offer some
possible implications as an endeavor of making research-informed, practically meaningful policies in
education across the globe.
To summarize, we believe that our presentation will contribute to the ELINET symposium and meet
the needs and interests among conference attendees as it touches upon important issues in digital
literacy assessment. They include (a) Conceptualizing digital literacy and required knowledge, skills,
and competencies, (b) Framing, designing, and implementing authentic assessments for teaching and
learning, (c) Using assessment results to reform standards and policies that impact classroom practices.
Relevant examples and materials will be shared and discussed with audiences.
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