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Abstract:
Evidence have shown that teachers are reluctant to integrate technology in their literacy curricula (e.g.
Marsh, Kontovourki, Tafa, & Salomaa, 2017) due to a number of barriers that are related to teachers’
beliefs and attitudes, their level of confidence in using technologies as well as their level of
technological and pedagogical content knowledge (Edwards, 2013; Plumb & Kautz, 2015; Voogt &
McKenney, 2016).
The purpose of this study was to explore the ways in which early years and primary teachers in
Greece and Cyprus experienced digital literacy in their personal and professional lives. Data are drawn
from a broader research project, initiated as part of COST Action IS1410, that examines teachers’ digital
biographies and perceptions and relies on individual, semi-structured interviews as a primary method
for data collection. For this presentation, interviews from 20 teachers were thematically analysed
through multiple readings of interview transcripts and coding of analytical memos to allow crosscountry comparison.
Three interrelated themes emerged that foreground they ways in which teachers’ own digital lives
and histories are implicated in professional decisions regarding digital literacy teaching (Graham,
2008): teachers’ digital literacy practices in their everyday, out-of-school lives; their uses of digital
technologies in their teaching and for professional purposes, including teachers’ understandings of the
term “using technology in their teaching”; and, the connection of those to their general sense of
professional purpose and roles.
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Results showed the abundance of technologies in teachers’ personal lives in contrast to their
reluctance to engage their students in digital literacy practices in the classroom; the affects and
emotions connected to such disconnections; and, the resourcefulness of teachers in
digitizingchildren’s literacy learning in varied contexts. The implications of such findings are discussed
in relation to teaching and learning digital literacies in the early years.
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