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Abstract:
According to the latest OECD figures (https://data.oecd.org/youthinac/youth-not-in-employmenteducation-or-training-neet.htm) Turkey has the highest percentage of women aged 15-29, not in
employment, education or training (41.5%, compared to the OECD average 16.4%). This represents a
significant number with unfulfilled potentials. More significantly, for the society, this is a large segment
of the population with very limited participation and contributions.
AÇEV (Turkish acronym for Mother Child Education Foundation) has recently developed a lifelong
development and empowerment program for young women aged 15-35, with support from UN
Women’s Fund for Gender Equality and in collaboration with KA.DER (an organization advocating for
women’s representation in the democratic processes). The basic approach of our program is to
facilitate women’s empowerment at individual, relational, organizational and societal levels. The
women are encouraged to choose their own goals and learn about ways to achieve their goals. The
goals could be continuing with formal education, finding a job, becoming a better parent, improving
oral and written communication skills, participating more fully in the democratic processes. The
program provides a foundation to accomplish these goals: basic literacy, numeracy, technology and
life skills, with a critical lens towards gender roles in the society and the understanding of legal rights
and societal participation mechanisms.
This program has been piloted and revised and is currently implemented in three cities, reaching
approximately 1500 women. Its textbook covers topics such as continuing with education, finding a
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job, human rights, protecting children, respecting differences. Women meet in small groups for two
months. They read the content provided in the 17 sessions of the book as the starting point for open
discussions about their experiences, life goals and ways to achieve them.
In this presentation we will introduce this program and provide some evaluation data to describe how
it is promoting the societal participation and inclusion of this population.
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