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Abstract:
This presentation discusses issues of elementary teachers’ professional development in content area
or disciplinary literacies. As part of a study of literacies in disciplines of the school context and, particularly, in Mathematics, the presentation examines how elementary teachers in Cyprus engaged in a
research project to promote their students’ literacy development across the curriculum. This aligns
with the increased scientific interest in literacies in the disciplines, where international educational
research and practice has highlighted four approaches: Teaching Cognitive Literacy Processes, Teaching Linguistic Processes of the Disciplines, Navigation across Cultural Boundaries, Teaching Epistemological Processes of the Disciplines (Fang, 2012).
These four approaches comprised the theoretical framework of a research project that was designed and implemented over the school year 2016-2017, drawing also on a model for inquiry-based
disciplinary literacies (Spires et al, 2014). The project extended over a period of eight months and focused on involving teachers in professional development practices to facilitate engagement in literacy
in Mathematics, in three 6th grade classrooms in the Republic of Cyprus.
This presentation highlights how teachers’ professional identities evolved over the process by sharing findings from the analysis of data that emerged from interviews of teachers collected at different
phases of the project. Thematic data analysis drew on various theoretical tools, deriving from the notions of Literacy as Social Practice (Street & Lefstein, 2007), Disciplinary Literacies (Wilson & Chavez,
2014) and Discourse Analysis (Moje & Lewis, 2007). The analysis demonstrated a shift in elementary
teachers’ identities, regarding the ways in which they perceived themselves both as teachers of literacy
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in Mathematics and, more broadly, as pedagogues. Such findings are important, given that the literacies and the formation of various literate identities have not been extensively explored, especially in
regards to how they might relate to ways to improve elementary teachers’ literacy expertise across
subjects.
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school teacher and currently works as a consultant at the Cyprus Pedagogical Institute. He coordinates
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